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APPARATUS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING NETWORK-BASED 
INFORMATION SUITABLE FOR AUDIO OUTPUT 

BACKGROUND 

5 The evolution of the conventional public switched telephone network has resulted 

in a variety of voice applications and services that can be provided to individual 
subscribers and business subscribers. Such services include voice messaging systems that 
enable landline or wireless subscribers to record, playback, and forward voice mail 
messages. However, the ability to provide enhanced services to subscribers of the public 

10 switched telephone network is directly affected by the limitations of the public switched 
telephone network. In particular, the public switched telephone network operates 
according to a protocol that is specifically designed for the transport of voice signals; 
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hence any modifications necessary to provide enhanced services can only be done by 
switch vendors that have sufficient know-how of the existing public switched telephone 
network infrastructure. 

An open standards-based Internet protocol (IP) network, such as the World Wide 
5 Web, the Internet, or a corporate intranet, provides client-server type application services 
for clients by enabling the clients to request application services from remote servers 
using standardized protocols, for example hypertext transport protocol (HTTP). The web 
server application environment can include web server software, such as Apache, 
implemented on a computer system attached to the IP network. Web-based applications 

10 are composed of HTML (Hypertext Markup Language) pages, logic, and database 

functions. In addition, the web server may provide logging and monitoring capabilities. 

In contrast to the public switched telephone network, the open standards-based IP 
network has enabled the proliferation of web based applications written by web 
application developers using web development tools. Hence, the ever increasing 

1 5 popularity of conventional web applications and web development tools provides 

substantial resources for application developers to develop robust web applications in a 
relatively short time and an economical manner. However, one important distinction 
between telephony-based applications and web-based applications is that telephony-based 
applications are state aware, whereas web-based applications are stateless. 

20 In particular, conventional telephony applications are state aware to ensure that 

prescribed operations between the telephony application servers and the user telephony 
devices occur in a prescribed sequence. For example, operations such as call processing 
operations, voicemail operations, call forwarding, etc., require that specific actions occur 
in a specific sequence to enable the multiple components of the public switched telephone 

25 network to complete the prescribed operations. 

The prior art web-based applications running in the IP network, however, are 
state-less and transient in nature, and do not maintain application state because 
application state requires an interactive communication between the browser and back- 
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end database servers accessed by the browsers via a HTTP-based web server. However, 
an HTTP server provides asynchronous execution of HTML applications, where the web 
applications in response to reception of a specific request in the form of a URL (Uniform 
Resource Locator) from a client, instantiate a program configured for execution of the 
5 specific request, send an HTML web page back to the client, and terminate the program 
instance that executed the specific request. Storage of application state information in the 
form of a "cookie" is not practical because some users prefer not to enable cookies on 
their browser, and because the passing of a large amount of state information as would 
normally be required for voice-type applications between the browser and the web 

10 application would substantially reduce the bandwidth available for the client. 

While not considered prior art to the present invention, commonly-assigned, 
copending application serial number 09/480,485, filed January 11, 2000, entitled 
"Application Server Configured for Dynamically Generating Web Pages for Voice 
Enabled Web Applications" (Attorney Docket 95-409), the disclosure of which is 

1 5 incorporated in its entirety herein by reference, discloses an application server that 
executes a voice-enabled web application by runtime execution of extensible markup 
language (XML) documents that define the voice-enabled web application to be executed. 
The application server includes a runtime environment that establishes an efficient, high- 
speed connection to a web server. The application server, in response to receiving a user 

20 request from a user, accesses a selected XML page that defines at least a part of the voice 
application to be executed for the user. The XML page may describe a user interface, 
such as dynamic generation of a menu of options or a prompt for a password, an 
application logic operation, or a function capability such as generating a function call to 
an external resource. The application server then parses the XML page, and executes the 

25 operation described by the XML page, for example, by dynamically generating an HTML 
page having voice application control content, or fetching another XML page to continue 
application processing. In addition, the application server may access an XML page that 
stores application state information, enabling the application server to be state-aware 
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relative to the user interaction. Hence, the XML page, which can be written using a 
conventional editor or word processor, defines the application to be executed by the 
application server within the runtime environment, enabling voice enabled web 
applications to be generated and executed without the necessity of programming language 
5 environments. 

Hence, web programmers can write voice-enabled web applications, using the 
teachings of the above-incorporated application serial number 09/480,485, by writing 
XML pages that specify respective voice application operations to be performed. The 
XML documents have a distinct feature of having tags that allow a web browser (or other 

10 software) to identify information as being a specific kind or type of information. While 
not considered prior art to the present invention, commonly assigned, copending 
application serial no. 09/501,516, filed February 1, 2000, entitled "Arrangement for 
Defining and Processing Voice Enabled Web Applications Using Extensible Markup 
Language Documents" (attorney docket 95-410), the disclosure of which is incorporated 

15 in its entirety herein by reference, discloses an arrangement for defining a voice-enabled 
web application using extensible markup language (XML) documents that define the 
voice application operations to be performed within the voice application. Each voice 
application operation can be defined as any one of a user interface operation, a logic 
operation, or a function operation. Each XML document includes XML tags that specify 

20 the user interface operation, the logic operation and/or the function operation to be 

performed within a corresponding voice application operation, the XML tags being based 
on prescribed rule sets that specify the executable functions to be performed by the 
application runtime environment. Each XML document may also reference another XML 
document to be executed based on the relative position of the XML document within the 

25 sequence of voice application operations to be performed. The XML documents are 
stored for execution of the voice application by an application server in an application 
runtime environment. 
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Hence, the XML document described in the above-incorporated application 
09/501,516, which can be written using a conventional editor or word processor, defines 
the application to be executed by the application server within the runtime environment, 
enabling voice enabled web applications to be generated and executed without the 
5 necessity of programming language environments. 

In reference to a conventional telephony-based application (unlike those in the 
patent applications incorporated by reference above), a user can use the application to 
access prerecorded responses from a remote source by using a menu-based audio 
interface. This prior art interface may be based on simple voice predefined voice 
: g 10 commands, like "yes" or "no," or reciting a number to indicate choice in a menu. The 
v Lj interface may also be based on entering numbered or other responses on a touch tone 

i ! y keypad into the telephone. For example, a user can use a touch tone telephone to access a 

□ bank and obtain the balance or other information on a bank account over a telephone. A 

; " user can also use a touch tone telephone to obtain information about some topic or 

r ;3 15 organization they are interested in, such as the hours, exhibits, prices, and special events 

for a museum, based on a menu of prerecorded menus and messages maintained by the 
|^ museum. 

hJ In other conventional approaches, automatic speech recognition (ASR) techniques 

provide for the recognition of words or phrases in a user's speech. A user can provide 

20 speech input into a microphone attached to a computer, and the computer can translate 
words and phrases in the speech into commands or data that the computer receives as 
input similar to the way input typed into a keyboard would be used by the computer. Text 
to speech (TTS) techniques provide for the output of a computer to be translated from 
text output to speech. Thus the user can hear the output of the computer that, otherwise, 

25 would typically be read by the user from a display screen attached to the computer. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

There are a number of deficiencies with conventional voice-based 
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communications systems. For example, when a user accesses information using a 
conventional telephony-based application, the user is limited to the predesigned menu 
provided by the telephony-based application, and is limited to the types and amounts of 
information that the user can receive. For example, if the user is accessing bank records 
5 through a telephony based application, then the user is restricted to retrieving limited 
pieces of data about the bank account. The user does not have the option of accessing 
more general types of information, such as web pages available over the Internet, an 
intranet, or other network that provides other information about the account or the bank. 
Any attempt to add such an option of accessing web pages using existing telephony-based 

10 applications, if possible, would require substantial modifications to the telephony 

programming by switch vendors. Even if able to access such web pages, the user would 
require a text display or printer associated with the telephone to read the web pages. 
Even if the text material in the web page were translated directly into sound, then the user 
would typically have to listen to a long recital of the text in the web page, constantly 

1 5 attending closely to the recital to pick out the relevant pieces of information that he/she is 
specifically interested in. 

Thus, the user has several needs or desires that are not addressed by conventional 
systems. There is a need for a solution that provides useful access to a web page or other 
sets of information over a computer network, such as the Internet, or other network. The 

20 user also desires to speak natural language or natural sounding commands into a 

telephone or other audio communication device in order to access a web page or other set 
of information, and receive back an audio output that provides only the specific 
information desired. For example, the user may wish to access a personalized web page 
that provides stock quotes for stocks that the user owns or is interested in buying. The 

25 user desires to speak in a command like "Stock quotes" over a telephone, or other two- 
way audio communication device, and hear the quotes provided over the telephone. If the 
user accesses the Internet using their computer to modify their personalized web page by 
adding a new stock of interest, then, the next time he/she uses the telephone to access the 
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stock quotes on the personalized web page, the user expects to hear the stock quote for 
the newly added stock, without performing any other customization step for the web- 
based application providing the stock quotes over the telephone. The user also desires to 
customize the commands that are spoken into the telephone, such as requesting that a new 
5 command be enabled, such as "High tech stock quotes" to provide quotes only on the 
user's list of selected high technology stocks on the personalized web page. 

The techniques of the present invention provide an audio web navigation 
application executing on a server computer providing audio communication through the 
application to the Internet. For example, the user is able to speak commands as primitive 

10 verbal constructs into the telephone. The application accesses a web page based on the 
command, filters out or otherwise removes unwanted information, and provides the 
desired information from the web page to the user, who listens to it over the telephone. 
The application can be used with a telephone, or other two way audio communication 
device, such as a mobile phone, Internet phone associated with a computer, or other 

1 5 audio-based device. The application allows the user to customize the commands that 
he/she enters, as well as tailor the response to particular types of web pages, such as a 
customized personal web page, or a standard type of web page, such as a stock quote page 
from a commercial web site, such as the Yahoo!™ web site, www.yahoo.com, provided 
by Yahoo! Inc., Santa Clara, California. 

20 Conventional web browsers, which may be voice driven, often require large and 

complex software applications and associated databases to perform properly, along with a 
sufficiently large and powerful computer system to support the applications and 
databases. For example, a cellular phone or palmtop computer would typically not be 
able to support such a browser which incorporates such complex technology. 

25 Conversely, the architecture of the invention uses a proxy browser to 

communicate with the audio web navigation application allows the proxy browser to be 
comparatively small, efficient and robust in comparison to typical conventional browsers. 
Using the invention, the user can use small and/or specialized devices, such as an analog 
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telephone or cellular telephone, to communicate through the proxy browser to an audio 
web navigation application executing on an application server to surf the web reliably and 
efficiently. 

Thus, the audio web navigation application of this invention seamlessly integrates 
5 World Wide web navigation using audio and voice technologies. The user is able to use a 
telephony device of his/her choice and convenience, such as a wireless telephone and 
connect to the web, navigate, and retrieve information via the device. The user is able to 
receive normal output from the web, e.g. HTML tags, and then navigate to different web 
sites using the primitive verbal commands providing for navigation and information 
jg 10 retrieval 

In one embodiment, the invention provides a method for providing information 
i y suitable for audio output, including receiving a first set of information over a network 

based on a request for the first set of information, accessing a tagged document in 
1 - response to receiving the first set of information, and generating a second set of 

□ 15 information suitable for audio output based on the first set of information and the tagged 
u document. For example, the first set of information is a web page received from the 

\M World Wide Web. The tagged document can be an XML or other document used to 

□ filter the web page to provide a second set of information or generated text page suitable 
for audio output based on the received web page. 

20 In one embodiment of the invention, the method includes receiving a web page 

based on a Uniform Resource Locator (URL) request for the web page, accessing an 
Extensible Markup Language (XML) document, and generating filtered web content 
suitable for audio output based on the web page and the XML document. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the method includes receiving speech 

25 information specifying the first set of information, generating a text request for the first 
set of information based on an acoustic speech recognition (ASR) technique applied to 
the speech information, and submitting the text request over the network. Another 
embodiment includes interpreting one or more primitive constructs based on the speech 
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information. A further embodiment includes generating one or more additional primitive 
constructs based on a request for a user-defined command. An additional embodiment 
includes applying a case-logic technique to the speech information when generating the 
text request. 

5 The method includes, in another embodiment, determining an identity of the 

request for the first set of information, and accessing the tagged document based on the 
identity of the request. In another embodiment, the identity of the request is based on the 
identifier for an originator of the request and/or an identifier for a destination of the 
request. 

10 Another embodiment of the invention includes selecting one or more portions of 

the first set of information that is suitable for audio output, and generating the second set 
of information based on selecting the portion of the first set of information. 

In an additional embodiment, the method includes generating text data suitable for 
audio output based on the first set of information and the selected tagged document, and 

1 5 generating audio data based on the text data. Another embodiment of the invention 

includes generating one or more responses applying a text-to-speech (TTS) technique to 
the response. 

In another embodiment of the invention, accessing the tagged document is 
performed based on the request for the first set of information and approximately 
20 concurrently with the step of receiving the first set of information. 

In a further embodiment, each of the first set of information, the tagged document, 
and the second set of information can be any one or more of a Hypertext Markup 
Language (HTML) page, an Extensible Markup Language (XML) page, a Virtual Reality 
Modeling Language (VRML) page, and a Standard Generic Markup Language (SGML) 
25 page. 

In another embodiment, the invention is directed to a system for providing 
information suitable for audio output. The system includes a document database and a 
server including an executable resource. The document database is configured for storing 
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a plurality of tagged documents. The executable resource receives a first set of 
information over a network based on a request for the first set of information, accesses a 
tagged document from the document database based on receiving the first set of 
information, and generates the second set of information suitable for audio output based 
on the first set of information and the tagged document. 

In another embodiment, the first set of information is a web page based on a 
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) request for the web page, the tagged document is an 
Extensible Markup Language (XML) document, and the second set of information is 
filtered web content suitable for audio output based on the web page and the XML 
document. 

In a further embodiment, the executable resource receives speech information 
specifying the first set of information, generates a text request for the first set of 
information based on an acoustic speech recognition (ASR) technique applied to the 
speech information, and submits the text request over the network. In another 
embodiment of the invention, the executable resource interprets one or more primitive 
constructs based on the speech information. In a further embodiment, the executable 
resource generates one or more additional primitive constructs based on a request for a 
user-defined command. In an additional embodiment, the executable resource applies a 
case-logic technique to the speech information to generate the text request. 

In one embodiment, the executable resource determines an identity of the request 
for the first set of information, and accesses the tagged document based on the identity of 
the request. In another embodiment, the identity of the request is based on at least one of 
an identifier for an originator of the request and an identifier for a destination of the 
request. 

In a further embodiment, the executable resource selects one or more portions of 
the first set of information that are suitable for audio output, and generates the second set 
of information based on selecting one or more portions of the first set of information. 

In one embodiment, the executable resource generates text data suitable for audio 
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output based on the first set of information and the selected tagged document, and the 
executable resource generates audio data based on the text data. In an additional 
embodiment, the text data comprises one or more responses, and the executable resource 
applies a text-to-speech (TTS) technique to the response to generate the audio data. 
5 In another embodiment, the executable resource, in an approximately concurrent 

time frame, accesses the tagged document based on the request for the first set of 
information, and receives the first set of information. 

In a further embodiment, each of the first set of information, the tagged document, 
and the second set of information one or more of a Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) 

10 page, an Extensible Markup Language (XML) page, a Virtual Reality Modeling Language 
(VRML) page, and/or a Standard Generic Markup Language (SGML) page. 

In another embodiment, a computer program product includes a computer 
readable medium having instructions stored thereon for providing information suitable for 
audio output. The instructions, when carried out by a computer, cause the computer to 

1 5 perform any and/or all of the operations disclosed herein as the invention. For example, 
in one embodiment, the instructions cause the computer to receive a first set of 
information over a network based on a request for the first set of information, select a 
tagged document in response to receiving the first set of information, and generate a 
second set of information suitable for audio output based on the first set of information 

20 and the tagged document. In another embodiment, the instructions of the computer 
program product include receiving a web page based on a Uniform Resource Locator 
(URL) request for the web page, accessing an Extensible Markup Language (XML) 
document, and generating a filtered web content suitable for audio output based on the 
first page and the XML document. 

25 In a further embodiment, a computer program propagated signal product is 

embodied in a propagated medium, having instructions for providing information suitable 
for audio output. The instructions, when carried out by a computer, cause the computer 
to perform any and/or all of the operations disclosed herein as the invention. For 



CIS00-2410 



- 12- 

example, in one embodiment, the instructions cause the computer to receive a first set of 
information over a network based on a request for the first set of information, select a 
tagged document in response to receiving the first set of information, and generate a 
second set of information suitable for audio output based on the first set of information 
5 and the tagged document. In another embodiment, the instructions of computer program 
propagated signal product include receiving a web page based on a Uniform Resource 
Locator (URL) request for the fweb page, accessing an Extensible Markup Language 
(XML) document, and generating filtered web content suitable for audio output based on 
the first page and the XML document. 
; S 1 0 In another embodiment, a system for providing information suitable for audio 

! y output includes a document database and means for producing a second set of 

! U information suitable for audio output. The document database is configured for storing a 

□ plurality of tagged document pages. The means for producing a second set of information 
1 y suitable for audio output receives a first set of information over a network based on a 

□ 1 5 request for the first set of information, accesses a tagged document from the document 
1* database based on receiving the first set of information, and generates the second set of 
[s. information suitable for audio output based on the first set of information and the tagged 
j <5 document. In another embodiment, the first set of information is a web page based on a 

Uniform Resource Locator (URL) request for the web page, the tagged document is an 
20 Extensible Markup Language (XML) document, and the second set of information is 
filtered web contentsuitable for audio output based on the first page and the XML 
document. 

In one embodiment, the invention is a method for navigating a web by voice in a 
server configured for executing voice web applications. The method includes requesting 
25 a web page based on a voice web navigation request, receiving a retrieved web page 
based on the voice web navigation request, accessing an extensible markup language 
(XML) page in response to receiving the retrieved web page, generating filtered web 
content suitable for audio output based on the retrieved web page and the XML page by 
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the server, and generating the one or more audio output files based on the filtered web 
content. 

The method includes, in another embodiment, receiving speech information 
specifying the web page, generating a text request for the web page based on an acoustic 
speech recognition (ASR) technique applied to the speech information, and submitting 
the text request over the network. 

Another embodiment includes determining an identity of the voice web navigation 
request for the web page, and accessing the extensible markup language page based on 
the identity of the voice web navigation request. 

In a further embodiment, the method includes generating text data suitable for 
audio output based on the retrieved web page and the extensible markup language 
document, and generating audio data based on the text data. 

In some embodiments, the techniques of the invention are implemented primarily 
by computer software. The computer program logic embodiments, which are essentially 
software, when executed on one or more hardware processors in one or more hardware 
computing systems cause the processors to perform the techniques outlined above. In 
other words, these embodiments of the invention are generally manufactured as a 
computer program stored on a disk, memory, card, or other such media that can be loaded 
directly into a computer, or downloaded over a network into a computer, to make the 
device perform according to the operations of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following more particular description of preferred embodiments of the 
invention, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which like reference characters 
refer to the same parts throughout the different views. The drawings are not necessarily 
to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles of the invention. 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a paradigm that enables unified voice 
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messaging services and data services to be provided via an IP network using browser 
audio control according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating in further detail implementation of audio applications 
on the IP network of Fig. 1 according to an embodiment of the present invention. 
5 Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating in detail the application server of Fig. 2 according to 

an embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig 4. is a diagram illustrating an example of an audio web navigation application, 
associated with an example of the application server shown in Fig. 3, further including an 
executable resource in the application run-time and document pages in the application 
1 0 document database. 

Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a process for providing information suitable for audio 
output over a network, according to one embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a process for navigating a web by voice, according to one 
embodiment of the invention. 
15 Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example XML page providing a menu to the 

user of the audio web navigation application according to one embodiment of the 
invention. 

Fig. 8. is a diagram illustrating, as an example only, a script that extracts text for a 
stock quote from a web page and produces one or more audio output files, used in 
20 conjunction with the XML menu page shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a filtering XML page providing 
parameters used to extract text suitable for audio output from an HTML page according 
to one embodiment of the invention. 

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The invention is directed to techniques for navigating the web by voice or other 
audio input (e.g. DMTF tones) to retrieve information from the web. A user enters. audio 
commands into a two-way audio communication device to access information located on 
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a network, such as speaking commands into a telephone to access a web page over the 
Internet. A web application configured according to the techniques of the invention 
executes on a server computer. The application receives the audio request for 
information from the user, uses this request to access a web page over a network, such as 
5 the Internet, an intranet within an organization, an HTTP protocol based network, or other 
network. The application retrieves a set of information, such as a web or HTML page 
based on the user's request. The application maintains and stores tagged document pages, 
such as XML pages, to use when processing a retrieved web page for a user. The 
application accesses a tagged document page appropriate to use with the retrieved web 

1 0 page. The application then generates a converted web page suitable for audio output 

based on the retrieved web page and the selected tagged document page. The application 
supplies the converted web page to an intermediary, such as a proxy browser, that 
provides audio output signals based on the converted web page over a telephony or other 
connection to the user who hears the audio output based on the converted web page from 

1 5 the telephone or other two-way audio communication device. In this manner, a user can 
access (e.g. surf) a network, such as the Internet, using devices (e.g. telephones, cellular 
phones) that were not conventionally intended for such purposes. 

Figs. 1, 2, and 3 are diagrams illustrating an example of the environment in which 
the invention can be implemented. 

20 Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a unified communications architecture 60 

that provides unified voice messaging services and data services via an IP network using 
browser audio control according to an embodiment of the present invention, based on Fig. 
1 of the above-incorporated application 09/501,516. Fig. 1 illustrates clients 42 (shown 
individually as 42a and 42b), a unified world IP (Internet Protocol) network 50, skinny 

25 and tiny clients 18 (shown individually as skinny clients 18a, 18b, and 18c, and tiny 
clients 18d, 18e, and 1 8f), proxy browser 62, web server 64, application server 66, and 
application environment 68. The fat client 42a includes a browser 56 and a local 
application 44 running on the fat client 42a and providing services to the fat client 42a. 
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The fat client 42b includes a browser 56. 

The clients 42a and 42b, referred to herein as "fat clients" and "thin clients", 
respectively, have the distinct advantage that they can initiate requests using IP protocol 
to any connected web server 64 to execute part or most of the applications 44 on behalf of 
5 the clients. An example of a fat client 42a is an e-mail application on a PC that knows 
how to run the application 44 and knows how to run the IP protocols to communicate 
directly with the messaging server via the packet switched network 50. An example of a 
thin client 42b is a PC that has a web browser 56, which, in this case, can use IP protocols 
such as HTTP to receive and display web pages generated according to hypertext markup 

1 0 language (HTML) from server locations based on uniform resource locators (URL's) 
input by the user of the PC. 

As shown in Figure 1, each of the clients (tiny clients 18d, 18e, 18f; skinny clients 
18a, 1 8b, 18c; thin clients 42b; and fat clients 42a) are able to communicate via a single, 
unified architecture 60 that enables voice communications services between different 

15 clients, regardless of whether the client actually has browser capabilities. Hence, the fat 
client 42a and the thin client 42b are able to execute voice enabled web applications 
without any hardware modification or any modification to the actual browser; rather, the 
browsers 56 in the clients 42a and 42b merely are provided with an executable voice 
resource configured for providing browser audio control, described below. 

20 The user devices 18a, 18b, and 18c, illustrated as a cordless telephone 18a, a fax 

machine 18b having an attached telephone, and an analog telephone 18c, are referred to 
herein as "skinny clients," defined as devices that are able to interface with a user to 
provide voice and/or data services (e.g., via a modem) but cannot perform any direct 
control of the associated access subnetwork. 

25 The wireless user devices 1 8d, 1 8e, and 1 8f, illustrated as a cellular telephone 

(e.g., AMPS, TDMA, or CDMA) 18d, a handheld computing device (e.g., a 3-Com Palm 
Computing or Windows CE-based handheld device) 18e, and a pager 18f, are referred to 
as tiny clients. "Tiny clients" are distinguishable from skinny clients in that the tiny 
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clients tend to have even less functionality in providing input and output interaction with 
a user, rely exclusively on the executable application in an access subnetwork to initiate 
communications; in addition, tiny clients may not be able to send or receive audio signals 
such as voice signals at all. 
5 Hence, the skinny clients 18a, 18b, and 18c and the tiny clients 18d, 18e, and 18f 

access the unified voice messaging services in the unified network 60 via a proxy browser 
62, configured for providing an IP and HTTP interface for the skinny clients and the tiny 
clients. In particular, browsers operate by interpreting tags within a web page supplied 
via an HTTP connection, and presenting to a user media content information (e.g., text, 

10 graphics, streaming video, sound, etc.) based on the browser capabilities; if a browser is 
unable to interpret a tag, for example because the browser does not have the appropriate 
executable plug-in resource, then the browser typically will ignore the unknown tag. 
Hence, the proxy browser 62 can provide to each of the skinny clients and tiny clients the 
appropriate media content based on the capabilities of the corresponding client, such that 

1 5 the cordless telephone 1 8a and telephone 1 8c receive analog audio signals played by the 
proxy browser 62 and no text information (unless a display is available); the fax machine 
1 8b and pager 1 8f only receive data/text information, and the cellular telephone 1 8d and 
the handheld computing device 18e receive both voice and data information. Hence, the 
proxy browser 62 interfaces between the IP network and the respective local access 

20 devices for the skinny clients and the tiny clients to provide access to the unified 
messaging network 60. 

The proxy browser 62 and the web browsers 56 within the fat client 42a and the 
thin client 42b execute voice enabled web applications by sending data and requests to a 
web server 64, and receiving hypertext markup language (HTML) web pages from the 

25 web server 64, according to hypertext transport protocol (HTTP). The web server 64 
serves as an interface between the browsers 56, 62 and an application server 66 that 
provides an executable runtime environment for XML voice applications 68. For 
example, the web server 64 may access the application server 66 across a common 



CIS00-2410 



- 18- 

gateway interface (CGI), by issuing a function call across an application programming 
interface (API), or by requesting a published XML document or an audio file requested 
by one of the browsers 56 or 62. The application server 66, in response to receiving a 
request from the web server 64, may either supply the requested information in the form 
5 of an HTML page having XML tags for audio control by a voice resource within the 
browser, or may perform processing and return a calculated value to enable the browser 
56 or 62 to perform additional processing. 

The application server 66 accesses selected stored XML application pages (i.e., 
pages that define an application) and in response generate new HTML pages having XML 

10 tags during runtime and supply the generated HTML pages having XML tags to the web 
server 64. Since multiple transactions may occur between the browser 56 or 62 and the 
application server 66, the application server 66 is configured to store, for each existing 
user session, a data record, referred to as a "brownie", that identifies the state of the 
existing user session; hence, the application server 66 can instantiate a procedure, return 

1 5 the necessary data, and terminate the procedure without the necessity of maintaining the 
instance running throughout the entire user session. 

Hence, the application server 66 executes voice application operations from a 
stored XML document based on a transient application state, where the application server 
66 terminates the application instance after outputting the generated XML media 

20 information to the browser 62, 

Fig. 2 is a diagram that illustrates in further detail the network 60 of Fig. 1, based 
on Fig. 4 of the above-incorporated application 09/480,485. As shown in Fig. 2, the 
arrangement of providing browser audio control for voice enabled web applications by 
the web server 64 and the application server 66 enables voice application services to be 

25 implemented in a web server paradigm for many different telephony services, including 
authentication and billing services 70, domain name services 72, local directory services 
74, registry directory and event services 76, and management services 80. 
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In addition to Fig. 1, Fig. 2 includes PSTN 10, voice resources 86, IP (Internet 
Protocol) connections 82, routers 84a 5 84b, 84c, 84d, IP gateway 87a, 87b, voice over IP 
interface 88, HTTP connections 89, firewalls 90, gateserver 92, a browser based XML 
editor tool 94, XML applications and functions 96, dynamic HTML/XML pages 98, and a 
5 registry 100. Fig. 2 also illustrates in further detail the browser and web application 
server interaction. In particular, the thin clients 42b (and fat clients 42a) may be 
configured for accessing the web server 64 via a direct IP connection 82 to a router 84. 
The thin client 42b can directly access the web server 64 for voice enabled web 
application services if the thin client 42b has a browser 56 and an executable voice 

10 resource 86, for example an executable XML aware plug-in resource, or a Java applet 
embedded within a received HTML page. Alternatively, the thin client 42b may access 
the web server 64 via the public switched telephone network 10, where an IP gateway 87a 
includes a voice over IP interface 88 that sends information to the server 64 using an 
HTTP connection 89 via a firewall 90. 

1 5 Since the skinny clients and tiny clients 1 8 do not have browser resources, the 

skinny clients and tiny clients 18 access the proxy browser 62 via the PSTN 10 and the IP 
gateway 87b. The IP gateway 87b includes both a proxy browser 62 and a voice resource 
86, enabling the IP gateway 87 to provide all audio control service for the skinny clients 
and tiny clients 1 8. Hence, the PSTN 10 is used merely for transfer of analog audio 

20 signals, with intelligent application processing being provided by the proxy browser 62. 
Note that if one of the telephones 18c' is an IP telephone, then it can access the server 64 
via an IP connection 82; in this case, the browser internal to the IP telephone 1 8c' 
processes only audio functions, and ignores any tags associated with text or image 
content. 

25 As shown Fig. 2, the web server 64, the application server 66, and the voice web 

applications 68 reside within a gateserver 92. The gateserver 92 includes a browser based 
XML editor tool 94 that enables a web programmer to design voice applications using 
XML pages. The XML pages are stored as XML applications and functions 96, for 
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example within a document database accessible by the application server 66. The XML 
pages stored within the XML application and functions database 96 may be stored as 
static pages to be fetched by the web server 64 and supplied to a browser, however the 
XML pages may also define the actual application to be executed by the application 
5 server 66 in runtime. 

According to the disclosed embodiment, the browsers 56 and 62 provide audio 
control for voice enabled web applications based on the HTML-XML pages supplied by 
the application server 66 to the web server 64 for transport across an HTTP connection. 
The application server 66 executes stored XML applications, also referred to 

10 generally as a web applications, in response to HTML requests from the user. In 

particular, four types of XML documents are used by the application server 66 to execute 
web applications: menu documents, activity documents, decision documents, and 
"brownies". The menu documents, activity documents, and decision documents are XML 
documents that define user interface and boolean-type application logic for a web 

1 5 application, hence are considered "executable" by the application server 66. The brownie 
document is an XML data record used to specify application state and user attribute 
information for a given XML application during a user session. During execution of the 
stored XML applications, the application server 66 stores the "brownie" in a registry 100. 
Hence, the XML documents define user interface logistics and tie services and 

20 application server events together in a meaningful way, forming a coherent application or 
sets of applications. Additional details regarding the definition of executable voice 
applications using XML documents are described in the above-incorporated application 
09/501,516. 

Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating in detail the application server 66 according to an 
25 embodiment of the present invention, based on Fig. 8 of the above-incorporated 

application 09/480,485, The application server 66 is implemented as a server executing a 
PHP hypertext processor with XML parsing and processing capabilities, available open 
source at a web site currently having an address of "php.net" at the date of the filing of 
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this application. As shown in Fig. 3, the server system 66 includes an XML parser 220 
configured for parsing the application-defining XML documents stored in the XML 
document database 96, or the XML documents (i.e., "brownies") stored in the registry 
100 and configured for specifying the state and attributes for respective user sessions. 
5 The application server 66 also includes a high speed interface 222 that establishes a high- 
speed connection between the application server 66 and the web server 64. For example, 
the PHP hypertext processor includes a high-speed interface for Apache web servers. 

The application server 66 also includes a runtime environment 224 for execution 
of the parsed XML documents. As described above, the runtime environment 224 may 

10 selectively execute any one of user interface operation 98, a logic operation 226, or a 
procedure call 228 as specified by the parsed XML document. In particular, the 
application runtime environment 224 includes a tag implementation module 230 that 
implements the XML tags parsed by the XML parser 220. The tag implementation 
module 230 performs relatively low-level operations, for example dynamically generating 

1 5 an XML menu page in response to detecting a menu tag, performing a logical operation in 
response to a decision tag, or fetching an audio (.wav) file in response to detecting a 
sound tag. Hence, the tag implementation module 230 implements the tag operations that 
are specified within the XML framework of the stored XML documents. 

The application server 66 also includes a set of libraries 232 that may be 

20 implemented as dynamically linked libraries (DLLs) or application programming 
interface (API) libraries. The libraries 232 enable the runtime environment 224 to 
implement the procedures 228 as specified by the appropriate XML document. For 
example, the application server 66 may issue a function call to one of a plurality of IP 
protocol compliant remote resources 240, 242, or 244 according to protocols based on 

25 IMAP (Internet Message Access Protocol), LDAP (Lightweight Directory Access 

Protocol), or SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol), respectively. For example, the PHP 
hypertext processor includes executable routines capable of accessing the IMAP or LDAP 
services. Note that the mechanisms for accessing the services 240, 242, or 244 should be 
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established within the application server 66 before use of XML documents that reference 
those services. 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an example of an audio web navigation 
application 300 associated with an application server 66, according to one embodiment of 
5 the invention. In addition to what is illustrated in Fig. 3, Fig. 4 shows the audio web 

navigation application or executable resource 300 in the application runtime 224 and the 
application document database 96. The web navigation application 300 includes one or 
more procedures (shown, for example, as procedures 228 and web navigation procedures 
301) and one or more tagged documents 303 stored in the application document database 

10 96. In one embodiment, the tagged documents 303 are text documents with tags that 

identify portions of the text or provide information, such as formatting and/or other types 
of information, related to the tagged portion of text. The tagged documents 303 include, 
for example, content filtering documents 302 and application-defining documents 307 
(e.g. menu/decision documents). In other embodiments, the web navigation application 

15 300 accesses one or more other databases (not shown in Fig. 4) associated with the 
application server 66 or available over a network. Fig. 4 also illustrates a first set of 
information 304 (shown, for example, as retrieved web page 304a, first HTML page 
304b, IMAP information 304c, LDAP information 304d, or SMTP information 304e), 
and a second set of information 306 (shown, for example, as generated content 306a or 

20 filtered web content 306b).. The web navigation application or executable resource 300 
includes one or more programs, scripts, procedures, routines, objects, and/or other 
software entities, such as tagged documents 303. The filtering documents 302 are 
document pages used to produce the second set of information 306, such as the generated 
content 306a. In one embodiment, the document pages 303 are Extensible Markup 

25 Language (XML) pages, Virtual Reality Modeling Language (VRML) pages, Standard 
Generic Markup Language (SGML) pages, and/or other tagged documents. The first set 
of information 304, in one example, is a web page retrieved from an IP (Internet Protocol) 
network 50, such as an HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), XML, VRML, or SGML 
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page retrieved from the Internet. In one embodiment, the second set of information 30 is 
a page of text or other data suitable for conversion to audio output to be transmitted over 
a connection to an audio communication device used by the user. 

In one embodiment, an audio communications device, such as a telephony device 
5 cordless telephone 1 8a, fax machine having an attached telephone 1 8b, analog telephone 
1 8c, cellular telephone 1 8d or other device, connects to a proxy browser 62 via the IP 
gateway 87 and the PSTN 10. Upon activation (e.g. the arrival of a telephone call), the 
proxy browser 62 makes an initial request to the application server 66. The application 
server 66 prepares a response to this request based on one or more application-defining 

10 documents 307 (e.g. XML menu and decision pages) stored in the document database 96. 
The response to the initial request may include directives to play a list of audio media 
specified by the application server 66 and the selected application-defining documents 
307. The list of audio media represents a list of user-selectable URL's. In one example, 
the application server 66 generates an HTML page based on the request and based on the 

15 selected application-defining documents 307 that includes the audio media content (e.g. 
user-selectable URL's) and control information (e.g. defined by XML tags). Based on 
parsing the HTML page that is output by the application server 66, the proxy browser 62 
plays the audible list of URL's to a user of a cellular telephone, and the user requests one 
of the URL's via a voice or DTMF (discrete multitone frequency) command. The proxy 

20 browser 62 then waits for audio input from the user of the audio communications device. 
Upon receiving that input, the proxy browser 62 sends a new request to the application 
server 66. 

Thus, the proxy browser 62 obtains a request to access a web site via a URL 
request or otherwise navigate the web. The proxy browser 62 then sends the selection 
25 request to the application server 66. In alternate embodiments, the proxy browser 62 or 
the application server 66 translates the audio request from the telephony device into a text 
request to navigate the web. Then the application server 66 uses an application-defining 
document 307 to interpret the selection request and execute a web navigation procedure 
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301 in the application runtime 224 to obtain a retrieved web page 304a based on a 
request, using the web server interface 222 and the web server 64 The application server 
66 relies on the application-defining document 307 (e.g. menu/decision XML page) to 
access a document 302 (e.g. web content filtering XML page) from the application 
5 document database 96. For example, when requesting a web page 304a, the user has 
selected a menu option requesting the web page 304a 5 and that menu option in the 
application-defining document 307 specifies a procedure 301 with an input parameter for 
a specific filtering document page 302 used by the procedure 301 in filtering the retrieved 
web page 304a to produce the filtered web content 306b. The application server 66 then 

10 translates the filtered web content 306a into one or more audio output files and sends the 
audio output files to the proxy browser 62 for playback of the audio files to be transmitted 
as audio output signals sent to the telephony device. In one embodiment, the application 
server 66 includes the audio output files, along with XML control tags, in an HTML 
document output from the application server 66 and sent to the proxy browser for 

1 5 playback of the audio files. 

In one embodiment, a computer program product 380 including a computer 
readable medium (e.g. one or more CDROM's, diskettes, tapes, etc.) provides software 
instructions for the web navigation application 300. The computer program product 80 
can be installed by any suitable software installation procedure, as is well known in the 

20 art. In another embodiment, the software instructions for the web navigation application 
300 can also be downloaded over a wireless connection. A computer program propagated 
signal product 382 embodied on a propagated signal on a propagation medium (e.g. a 
radio wave, an infrared wave, a laser wave, sound wave, or an electrical wave propagated 
over the Internet or other network) provides software instructions for the web navigation 

25 application 300. In alternate versions, the propagated signal is an analog carrier wave or a 
digital signal carried on the propagated medium. For example, the propagated signal can 
be a digital signal propagated over the Internet or other network. In one embodiment, the 
propagated signal is a signal that is transmitted over the propagation medium over a 
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period of time, such as the instructions for a software application sent in packets over a 
network over a period of seconds, minutes, or longer. 

Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a process for providing information suitable for audio 
output over a network, according to one embodiment of the invention. A web navigation 
5 application 300, executing on the application server 66, receives the first set of 

information 304 over a network based on a request for the first set of information 304 
(step 400). For example, the web navigation application 300 requests the first set of 
information 304 by issuing a procedure call (e.g. to an API in the library 232) to post the 
requested URL to the web server 64. In alternate embodiments, the request is an audio- 

10 based request, a voice-based request, or speech information specifying a first set of 

information. The web navigation application 300 uses an application-defining document 
307 to access a document page 302 in response to receiving the first set of information 
(step 402). The document page 302 is one that is suitable for use in converting the first 
set of information 304 into a second set of information 306 that is suitable for conversion 

15 to audio output. The web navigation application 300 then generates a second set of 

information 306 suitable for audio output based on the first set of information 304 and the 
document page 302 (step 404). For example, the user requests an HTML or other SGML 
page over a network which the web navigation application 300 converts into a file 
suitable for audio output. In an alternate embodiment, the executable resource 300 is a 

20 script, or other software program, which includes code, parameters, and other information 
suitable for use in converting the first set of information 304 into a second set of 
information 306 without the use of a document page 302. For example, the user request 
a web page over a network, and a script or procedure 301 includes filtering information to 
convert the web page to an intermediate file suitable for audio output without using an 

25 XML or other document page 302. The web navigation application 300 then converts the 
intermediate file into one or more audio output files which are transmitted to the user 
(e.g. by using an HTML file that refers to the audio output files and is provided by an 
application server 66 to a proxy browser 62 for playback to the user). 
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Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a process for navigating a web by voice, according to one 
embodiment of the invention. The web navigation application 300 receives a voice-based 
request to navigate the web (step 420). In one embodiment, a user of an audio 
communication device, such as a cordless telephone 18a, facsimile machine with a 
5 handset 1 8b, analog telephone 1 8c, cellular telephone 1 8d provides the voice-based 

request in response to a menu generated by the tag implementation module 230 based on 
a specific application-defining document 307, such as an XML page, that provides the 
parameters, options, and other information for generation of an HTML document that is 
output from the application server 66 to the proxy browser 62. Thus, the voice-based 

10 request is associated with a specific application-defining document 307. In one 
embodiment, the web navigation application 300 identifies a particular user. For 
example, the user provides a user identification, such as a user identifier number, after 
dialing a number to call the application server 66. In one embodiment, a directory, such 
as the LDAP resource 242, stores personal data and class of data information on 

15 individual users, including preferential data on what web sites the user likes to browse 
and where the user likes to start. The web navigation application 300 retrieves the user's 
LDAP data 304d from the LDAP resource 242. The web navigation application 300 uses 
the LDAP data 304d to identify a suggested or selected web site for the user to browse, 
for example, in response to a verbal command such as "start," "explore," "browse," or 

20 other command. The web navigation application 300 then generates a text-based request 
to navigate the web based on primitive constructs in the voice-based request (step 422). 
The web navigation application 300 searches for primitive constructs in the voice-based 
request and constructs the text-based request based on the primitive constructs identified 
from the voice-based request. For example, the primitive constructs can be "enter," 

25 "back," "next," "home," or "yahoo " In one embodiment, the primitive constructs are 
stored in a database (not shown) associated with the application server 66. In another 
embodiment, the primitive constructs are stored in a database (not shown) associated with 
the proxy server 62. In another example, the primitive constructs can be digits spoken or 



CIS00-2410 



-27- 

entered on a touch tone keypad. In one embodiment, the web navigation application 300 
uses a case-logic approach to interpret the primitive constructs and determine what web 
navigation commands, URL, or other information should be included in the text-based 
request. 

5 The web navigation application 300 then requests the web page using the text- 

based web navigation request (step 424). For example, the web navigation application 
300 posts the generated URL to the web server 64 to execute the request for the web 
page. The web server 64 then locates the web page 304a and sends it to the application 
server 66. In one embodiment, the web server 64 is implemented on the same server 

10 computing system as the web navigation application 300. The web navigation 

application 300 then receives the retrieved web page 304a from the web server 64 (step 
426). The web navigation application 300 then uses the application-defining document 
307 associated with the voice-based request to access a filtering document page 302 from 
the application document database 96. The filtering document page 302 is capable of 

1 5 being used to filter the retrieved web page 304a to provide generated content 306a or 

filtered web content 306b suitable for audio output (step 428). For example, the filtering 
document page 302 includes identifiers and other information that identifies the parts of 
the retrieved web page 304a the user is interested in and which are also suitable for 
conversion to audio output, such as the text for stock quotes from a web page 304a 

20 providing the stock quote text, other text, and/or graphics information. In one 

embodiment, the web navigation application 300 accesses the document page 302 based 
on an identity of the request. The identity may be based on the identifier of the originator 
of the request, such as the user's phone number, and/or based on an identity of the 
destination of the request, such as the URL provided in the request or from another 

25 source, such as an LDAP resource 242. In one embodiment, the web navigation 
application 300 accesses the document page 302 concurrently with sending out the 
request for the web page. That is, steps 424 and 428 may occur in a substantially 
concurrent time frame. In a time frame of nanoseconds or microseconds, the processing 
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of the two steps 424 and 428 by a computer processor would be sequential, but in a 
longer time frame, such as a time frame of milliseconds or seconds, the two steps, 424 
and 428, occur substantially concurrently. 

The web navigation application 300 then generates the converted or filtered web 
5 content 306b from the retrieved web page 304a and the filtering document page 302 
indicated by the application-defining document 307 associated with the voice-based 
request(step 430). The web navigation application 300 then generates one or more audio 
output files based on the filtered web content 306b (step 432). In one embodiment, the 
web navigation application 300 uses a text-to-speech (TTS) technique to convert the text 

10 in the filtered web content 306b to one or more audio output files. In another 

embodiment, the application server 66 sends the filtered web content 306b in an HTML 
page to an intermediary, such as the proxy browser 62, which generates the audio output 
(i.e., generates signals which the user device can convert to audible sound) and then sends 
the signals to the user via a connection (e.g. telephony connection) from the proxy 

1 5 browser 62 to an audio communication device. 

In one example of using the web navigation application 300, the user could say 
"hotlist" or "bookmarks" to get a list of favorite web sites. Based on a reference from an 
application-defining document 307, the web navigation application 300 selects a 
document or file that includes the user's hotlist. The web navigation application 300 

20 returns a list of text labels from the document or file to the proxy browser 62, which 
converts the text labels to audio output signals and provides (e.g. plays) the audio list of 
hotlist items to the user of a telephony device. For example, the user hears an audio list 
such as "for yahoo say 1, for stock quote say 2, ..." The web navigation application 300 
could also allow a user to add new web sites to the hotlist, for example, based on a 

25 command to "add hotlist." Alternatively, the hotlist information may be stored in a 

directory, such as an LDAP resource 242 that includes personal information for the user 
(see description below). The web navigation application 300 obtains the information 
304d for the hotlist from the LDAP resource 242, dynamically create a document page 
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307 that provides a list of the hotlist items, which is then used to provide generated 
content or list of information 306. The web navigation application 300 can also obtain 
information 304c from a message service, such as IMAP 240, or information 304e from a 
mail service, such as SMTP 244. 
5 In another example, after using the primitive constructs to surf to a commercial 

web site, such as Yahoo!, the user can also request the web navigation application 300 to 
define a personalized command such as "stock quotes," meaning to get the user's stock 
quotes from a personalized stock quote page at the commercial web site. The 
applications server 66 determines the user's personalized web page at the commercial 

10 site, for example, by looking up the URL of the personalized web page based on the 
user's ID number or phone number in a table (not specifically shown in the figures) 
maintained in the LD AP resource 242 or another directory or database by the application 
server 66. The web navigation application 300 then maps the phrase or text "stock 
quotes" to the URL for the user's personalized stock quote page commercial web site. 

1 5 The web navigation application 300 can also change the personalize stock quote page at 
the user's request. For example, the user may request that a stock be added to his/her 
personalized stock quote page, with a command such as "add stock ZZZZ." The web 
navigation application 300 then provides a text request to the commercial site to update 
the personalized stock quote page to include the requested stock. 

20 Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of an XML menu page 500 providing a 

menu to the user of the audio web navigation application 300 according to one 
embodiment of the invention. The XML menu page 500 includes a menu variables 
section 502 that includes menu variable names and values and an options section 504 that 
provides options in the menu that the web navigation application 300 provides to the user 

25 in an audio format. The options provide prompts, such as the prompt "Hear ZZZZ Stock 
Information" for the seventh option 506, indicating that the user can hear stock quote 
information for the ZZZZ company. If the user presses "7" on a touch tone keypad of the 
telephony device that he/she is using, or says "7", then the application server 66 executes 
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the readstock 530 service API or script, as described in Fig. 8. Readstock 530 is also 
referred to as a and is one example of the web navigation procedures 301. 

Fig. 8. is a diagram illustrating, as an example only, a readstock script 530 that 
extracts text for a stock quote from a web page 304a and produces one or more audio 
5 output files. The readstock script 530 is an example of one script that can be used in 

conjunction with the XML menu page 500 shown in Fig. 7. The readstock procedure 530 
includes a web page retrieval section 532, a string conversion section 534, a pattern 
searching section 536, a text output creation section 538, and an audio conversion section 
540. The web page retrieval section 532 obtains a web page 304a from a web site based 

10 on an input parameter, which is "ZZZZ" in this example, indicating what stock quote the 
user wants. The input parameter is passed to readstock 530 from the XML menu 500 as 
the input parameter shown in the seventh option 506. The string conversion section 534 
reads the return value from "stockjarl" from the web page retrieval section 532 into a 
string, labeled "content," representing the web page 304a. The pattern searching section 

15 536 searches the string using regular expressions, as is known in the art, for a known 

pattern that will locate the stock quote information. The text output creation section 538 
creates a text output that includes the stock quote information. The audio conversion 
section 540 generates a .wav audio output file from the text composed in the text output 
creation section 538 using a TTS technique, as indicated by the TTS function 

20 "tts_stringtowav" 

The readstock procedure 530 shown here is adapted for a specific stock quote web 
site, and another procedure 301 may need to be written to obtain a stock quote from 
another stock quote web site. A procedure 301, generally similar to readstock 530, 
extracts information from another type of web site, such as a weather web site, based on 

25 search patterns appropriate for a weather web page from that web site. In one 

embodiment, the techniques of the invention allow web navigation procedures 301 to be 
created different web sites. 

In another embodiment, the readstock procedure 530, and similar procedures 301, 
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identify hypertext links and HTML headings in an HTML page 304b received by the 
application server 66 in response to a user's request. A more generic procedure or search 
engine, generally derived from the readstock procedure 530, obtains search patterns from 
pattern-defining source, such as from pattern-defining files, databases, or other sources. 
5 Fig. 9 (described below) illustrates one example of such a pattern-defining file, shown as 
a sample filtering XML page 550, which is one example of a filtering document 302. The 
search patterns define how to filter the content of an incoming page or set of information 
304. The search engine pattern set includes expected patterns for the HTML input page 
304b as well as the expected layout of the results. In another embodiment, a generic set 

10 of filtering procedures or API's are able to describe any kind of page or set of information 
304 to a nonvisual user of the web navigation application 300 including the generic set of 
filtering procedures. 

Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating, as an example, a filtering XML page 550 
providing parameters used to extract text from an HTML page 304b. The filtering XML 

15 page 550 includes a search tag 552, a search string 554, a extract tag 556, and an extract 
parameter 558. In operation, the user enters a verbal command, such as "Get today's 
weather." In one embodiment, a weather service API, which is a web navigation 
procedure 301, locates an appropriate (e.g. predefined) URL for a weather web site from 
an XML page , an LDAP resource 242, database, or other source. The weather service 

20 API obtains an HTML page 304b from the weather web site and then accesses a filtering 
XML document 302 that can be used to extract weather information text from the HTML 
page 304b. The search tag 552 indicates a search string 554 for the weather service API 
to use in locating text for today's weather. The "<H2>" in the search string 554 indicates 
an HTML level 2 heading tag in the HTML file. The extract tag 556 indicates a 

25 parameter 558 for the weather service API to use in extracting the text from the HTML 
page 304b. The parameter 558 indicates to extract text from the line just after the search 
string 554 in the HTML page 304b up to the next level 2 heading indicated by the next 
instance of the "<H2>" tag in the HTML page 304b. Depending on the layout of the 
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HTML page, 304b another type of extract parameter 558 could be used, such as 
NEXT_TEN_LINES 5 which would indicate that the weather service API should extract 
the next text lines of text in the HTML page 304b after the search string 554. 

While this invention has been particularly shown and described with references to 

5 preferred embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that 
various changes in form and details may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. 

For example, the web navigation application 300 can use an ASR technique to 
process the incoming voice-based request to produce a text-based request. Alternatively, 

10 the proxy browser 62 receives the voice-based request to navigate the web from a 

connection to an audio communication device, converts voice-based request into a text- 
based request, and sends the text-based request to the application server 66. In general, 
either one of the ASR and TTS techniques can be performed in either the proxy browser 
62 or the application server 66. For example, the ASR technique to translate audio input 

1 5 into text can be performed in the proxy browser 62 and the TTS technique to translate the 
generated output text into speech can be performed in the application server 66. 



